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and the Surete Nationale in the Ministry of the Interior. They
found that there was only one reliable method of counteracting
the denunciation of their professed " comrades ", to have men
in their pay in both administrations and to play them off if neces-
sary against each other. They overlooked the fact that it was
far more often the Prefecture and Surete that had men in their
pay in all the refugee groups. Besides, by these subtle methods
the Surete was later able quickly to trace the route taken by
the Rosellis' murderer, whose name was, ironically enough,
"Juif".

At the beginning of the war a small number of Italians
answered France's appeal to take up arms in defence of the
country which had welcomed over a million of their compatriots.
The vast majority, however, remained loyal to Mussolini. In
these circumstances it is pleasant to note that very few of the
real political refugees accepted the Fascist system's offer to free
them from the concentration camps where Daladier's Republic
had placed the few remaining faithful followers of Mazzini and
Garibaldi. The majority of them, with a trained political sense,
were careful not to confuse this hostile precaution taken by the
ruling classes, whose enmity they regarded as almost natural,
with the actively revolutionary spirit animating the French people
as a whole, that is to say the "true France", which had so far
always suffered defeat. They preferred uncompromising
stoicism to a raisonnable betrayal. Many of them were sent to
compulsory labour camps in North Africa, others were sent back
to Italy where fate, kind for once, had a wonderful revenge in
store for them. They were thrown into prison on arrival, but
were freed by the Americans in Sicily, and were thus able to take
their place in the front ranks of the new Italy.

CHAPTER  XXI

THE GREAT DEFEAT
As for the Spanish refugees, it was not a question of one emigra-
tion. Several waves of political emigrants came to find refuge
in France. The underlying character of these groups differed,
but they were always active and violent, faithfully reflecting the
soul and character of their country, splendid even in its decad-
ence and decay resulting from over a century of internal conflict.